
How did you do?
Answers can be obtained by visiting www.belfasttelegraph.co.uk/transfertests

These practice papers are designed to:
• Give your child realistic practice for the Transfer Tests
• Support and enhance the school curriculum
• Revise and reinforce learning
• Provide opportunities to build confidence
• Help develop examination technique

Brought to you in partnership with TransferTests.co.uk
TransferTests.co.uk was founded in August 2002 and was the 
first website of its kind. Our unique practice papers can also be 
found in leading retailers such as Sheey’s Cookstown, 
Creighton’s, Stewart Millar, Five Ways Newry, Trim Print 
Armagh, Smyth’s Newcastle, Lucia Hughes Omagh, Magherafelt 
Copy Shop, Craigavon Office Supplies, McGrath’s Office 
Supplies, Mourne Office Supplies and BJ McNally. The tests you 
find in the Belfast Telegraph this week do not contain the same 
questions as any of the tests you will find in retailers.

The goal of TransferTests.co.uk is to help children prepare for 
the AQE and GL Transfer tests, providing great materials both 
on paper and online. With tests that mirror the actual 
examinations, the company’s reputation has grown with 
teachers and tutors recommending the products. Whether your 
child prefers to complete practice papers on a mobile, tablet or 
on paper, TransferTests.co.uk have a product to suit. To find out 
more visit www.transfertests.co.uk

About the AQE Exams
AQE examinations are used by 34 schools who facilitate the 
Common Entrance Assessment with the results determining 

their selection of Year 8 pupils. A list of CEA schools can be found at 
aqe.org.uk/schools/

Three examinations are sat over three separate days with the child’s 
two highest marks combined to give the final result.

Each paper will combine Maths & English questions.
• 50 minutes to complete – children taking the test in January

2021 will be allowed 60 minutes for each of their 3 papers
• 58 questions for each test
• Overall total of 64 marks available
• To answer the questions pupils must either choose a

multiple choice option or complete their answer in the
space given.

Ready? Let’s get started!
Read the following carefully before you begin:

• Do not turn this page until you are told to do so.
• There are 58 questions to answer in 50 mins (60 minutes if

child is sitting the test in January 2021)
• Read each question carefully before stating your answer.
• Once you have worked out your answer, write it carefully
on the test paper.

• Work as quickly and as carefully as you can.
• You may do rough working on a separate sheet of paper.
• If you make a mistake, rub it out as carefully as you can
and mark your new answer.

• If you are not sure of an answer, choose the one you think is best.
• You may read each question and check your answers as

many times as you want.

Flip over for GL Style Practice Paper 2 (English)
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Read the passage below and answer the questions that follow.
First made over 5,000 years ago, glass is a thick liquid that never completely sets (hardens). That is why old window panes 
are thicker at the bottom than at the top. Glass is still in widespread use because it is transparent, strong, 
and can be melted and recycled endlessly. Molten glass can be shaped in many ways, inclluding flat panels for windows and 
threads for optic fibres. Glass technology is so advanced that glass can be made fire-resistant and shatterproof. Coloured 
glass is created by dissolving metal compounds into melted sand. different metal compounds create different colours. For 
example, selenium sulphide makes glass red. Iron and chromium compounds produce a deep green glass. The gobs are, 
dropped into bottle moulds. Compressed air blows the glass against the mould walls. The bottles are removed from the 
moulds and reheated slightly to remove imperfections.  

Look at the statements below. Decide whether each of the following statements are true or false. Base your 
answer on the information in the passage. Tick each statement true or false. 

     1.  Glass can be melted.                   TRUE        FALSE

     2. Glass is a solid.                      TRUE        FALSE

Find one word in the passage closest in meaning to each of the statements below. Write the word in the 
space provided. 

     3.  See-through.         __________________________

     4.  Not all the same.       __________________________

The four words below are used in the passage. Tick the correct box in the table below to show which of the 
four words is used as an adjective, a verb, a noun or an adverb. 

9. Coloured glass is created by dissolving metal compounds into melted sand.   TRUE          FALSE

10. How are imperfections removed from glass?                ___________________________________
  
11. How long ago was glass first made?                      ___________________________years ago
  
12. In which line has a capital letter been left out?                        Line________________________________

13. In which line is there a spelling mistake?                  Line________________________________

14. In which line is a comma used incorrectly?                 Line________________________________

Adjective Verb Noun Adverb
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Read the passage below and answer the question that follows.

The Normans were excellent castle builders. After 1066, England witnessed a massive castle building programme on the 
orders of William the Conqueror. First, motte and bailey castles were built. Castles were a very good way for the Normans 
to expand their grip on the English people. Motte and bailey castles were made of wood and were easily put up, but there 
were many disadvantages to this, as wood is a weak building material, as it can rot and also burn very easily. 

15. Read the following statement and decide whether it is true or false. Base your answer on the information
in the passage then tick the appropriate option below.

The Normans were very accomplished at building castles?      TRUE            FALSE          CANNOT SAY

16. Olivia went into the shop and purchased 4 drinks. She paid 45p, 53p, 71p and 87p for each of the drinks.

What is the average price Olivia paid for the drinks? ________________p

17. If   3  x  p  =  18         then         12  x  p  =  __________

18. Examine the calendar for January 2011 and answer the following question.

On what day of the week is 19th January? ______________________________

19. A 24 hour clock displays 05:17. On the 12-hour clock, how is this expressed?

Answer______________________________

20. What is the highest common factor of 12 and 18?

Answer______________________________

21. A girl-guide is trekking across the countryside. She is currently facing South-East. She turns 135°
clockwise and then 180° anticlockwise.

       In which direction is she now facing? _________________________________________

22. Complete the sequence below by writing the missing number in the space provided.

      6,      _______,       18,      27,      38,      51

23. There are 1.6km in 1 mile. A car travels a distance of 32 km. Express this distance in miles. 

Answer______________________________

24. Which two of the following have a sum total of £64, please circle two answers. 

A   £30.50              B   £28.50              C   £42.25               D   £25.25           E   £38.75
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25. The chart shows the average age in that country. 

       Which country has the highest average age? _____________________________

The following passage contains a number of mistakes. You have to find the mistakes. On each line there is 
either one or no mistake. Find the group of words in which there is a mistake and circle the letter 
underneath it. If there is no mistake, circle N.

Look for spelling or punctuation mistakes in the passage below.

26.  Easter is the most   important Christian      festival. Christians       are followers
       A              B                C                D          N
  
27.  of Jesus Christ     who lived about       2000 years ago        in a countrie
       A              B                C                D          N

28.  called Palestine.     They belive that        Jesus was the         son of God.
       A              B                C                D          N

29.  At Easter time    Christians remembar      the last week        of Jesus’ life.
       A              B                C                D          N

30.  One belief is,     that Easter got its       name from the       Goddess of Spring.
       A              B                C                D          N

31.  At that time it     was thouht that       the sun died in        winter and was
       A              B                C                D          N

32.  born agian in      spring when days      would lengthen      and the sun’s power
       A              B                C                D          N

33.  would return.     Easter Day is always      on a Sunday,        but the date varys
       A              B                C                D          N

34.  from year to    year, unlike Christmas,      which is always      on Decmber 25. 
       A              B                C                D          N

35.  For this reason,        Easter is            called a         moveable feast. 
       A              B                C                D          N

36. Examine this diagram. How many lines of symmetry does it have? 

   _______________
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37. Complete this number statement by writing the missing number in the space provided:

   6   x   12   +   ___________  =   77

38. What is the perimeter of this shape?

39. What is the lowest common multiple of 12 and 14? _________________________

40. The table below shows the temperatures recorded at different times of the day on Monday and Tuesday.
      On Tuesday, what was the difference between the afternoon temperature and the evening temperature? 

 

41. R, S and T are aeroplanes that fly from Glasgow to Dublin. 
   Plane S leaves Glasgow at 1pm.
   Plane R leaves 2 hours before Plane S and arrives at 12.30pm.
   Plane T leaves Glasgow 5 hours after Plane R. 

If all flights from Glasgow take the same time to fly to Dublin, what time does Plane T arrive in Dublin? _____________pm

42. What is the name of this shape?

     Answer ____________________________________

43. Please solve the equation:

   Answer ____________________________________

44. Please solve the equation:

   Answer ____________________________________

45. How much of this grid is shaded? More than half or less than half? 

  Answer ____________________________________

________________cm

________________°C
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Read the passage below and answer the questions that follow.
Everything that exists – stars, planets, galaxies, and all that lies between – makes up the Universe. Scientists belive the Universe is 4 per 
cent ordinary matter, 23 per cent dark matter, and 73 per cent dark energy. Almost nothing is known about dark energy, but this is the name 
given to something that appears to exert a force making the Universe expand. Forces, such as gravity and the laws of physics and chemistry, 
determine what matter is like and how it behaves. Looking up at the heavens, we see matter in the form of stars, planets, and in the glowing 
clouds of gas and dust known as nebulas. These are visible forms of matter. However, astronomers believe that over 90 per cent of the 
Universe is made up of invisible matter, known as dark matter. The Earth we live on seems big and very important to us, but in the Universe 
as a whole, it is a tiny, and very insignificant speck of rock. To put things into perspective, Earth is just a small planet in the Solar System, 
part of a family of bodies that circle around the Sun. The Sun is just one of billions of stars in a great star island that makes up our Galaxy. 
And this Galaxy is just one of billions that make up a Universe bigger than most of us can imagine. In the last 100 years cities have grown to 
house nearly half of the 6 billion humans that live on Earth. the largest cities cover areas tens of kilometres wide. 

Look at the statements below. Decide whether the following statements are true or false. Base your answer 
on the information in the passage. Tick each statement true or false. 

   46. Earth is a small planet in the Solar System.         TRUE                     FALSE

       47. The Sun is a star.                       TRUE                      FALSE

Find words in the passage closest in meaning to each of the statements below. Write the word in the space 
provided.

   48.   To revolve.                ___________________________

   49.  Something that can be seen.          ___________________________

The four words below are used in the passage. Tick the correct box in the table below to show which of the 
four words is used as an adjective, a verb, a noun or an adverb. 

54. Approximately how many humans live on earth?                           ______________________________

55. What percentage of the Universe is made up of dark energy?      ______________________________

56. What are nebulas?                                                               Visible matter                Invisible mater

57. In which line has a capital letter been left out?                   Line ___________________________

58. In which line is there a spelling mistake?                       Line ___________________________
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big
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 1.  True
 2.  False
 3.  Transparent
 4.  Different
 5.  Verb
 6.  Noun
 7.  Verb
 8.  Noun
 9.  True
10. Heated
11. Over 5000 years
12. Line 5
13. Line 3
14. Line 6
15. True
16. 64p
17. 72
18. Wednesday
19. 5.17am
20. 6

21. East
22. 11
23. 20 miles
24. D & E
25. Canada
26. N
27. D
28. B
29. B
30. N
31. B
32. A
33. D
34. D
35. N
36. 2
37. 5
38. 48cm
39. 84
40. 4°C

41. 5.30pm
42. Sphere
43. 2 ¼ 
44. ¼
45. Less than half
46. True
47. True
48. Circle
49. Visible
50. Adjective
51. Noun
52. Adjective
53. Noun
54. 6 billion
55. 73%
56. Visible matter
57. 10
58. 1
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