
How did you do?
Answers can be obtained by visiting www.belfasttelegraph.co.uk/transfertests

These practice papers are designed to:
• Give your child realistic practice for the Transfer Tests
• Support and enhance the school curriculum
• Revise and reinforce learning
• Provide opportunities to build confidence
• Help develop examination technique

Brought to you in partnership with TransferTests.co.uk
TransferTests.co.uk was founded in August 2002 and was the 
first website of its kind. Our unique practice papers can also be 
found in leading retailers such as Sheey’s Cookstown, 
Creighton’s, Stewart Millar, Five Ways Newry, Trim Print 
Armagh, Smyth’s Newcastle, Lucia Hughes Omagh, Magherafelt 
Copy Shop, Craigavon Office Supplies, McGrath’s Office 
Supplies, Mourne Office Supplies and BJ McNally. The tests you 
find in the Belfast Telegraph this week do not contain the same 
questions as any of the tests you will find in retailers.

The goal of TransferTests.co.uk is to help children prepare for 
the AQE and GL Transfer tests, providing great materials both 
on paper and online. With tests that mirror the actual 
examinations, the company’s reputation has grown with 
teachers and tutors recommending the products. Whether your 
child prefers to complete practice papers on a mobile, tablet or 
on paper, TransferTests.co.uk have a product to suit. To find out 
more visit www.transfertests.co.uk

About the AQE Exams
AQE examinations are used by 34 schools who facilitate the 
Common Entrance Assessment with the results determining 

their selection of Year 8 pupils. A list of CEA schools can be found at 
aqe.org.uk/schools/

Three examinations are sat over three separate days with the child’s 
two highest marks combined to give the final result.

Each paper will combine Maths & English questions.
• 50 minutes to complete – children taking the test in January

2021 will be allowed 60 minutes for each of their 3 papers
• 58 questions for each test
• Overall total of 64 marks available
• To answer the questions pupils must either choose a

multiple choice option or complete their answer in the
space given.

Ready? Let’s get started!
Read the following carefully before you begin:

• Do not turn this page until you are told to do so.
• There are 58 questions to answer in 50 mins (60 minutes if

child is sitting the test in January 2021)
• Read each question carefully before stating your answer.
• Once you have worked out your answer, write it carefully
on the test paper.

• Work as quickly and as carefully as you can.
• You may do rough working on a separate sheet of paper.
• If you make a mistake, rub it out as carefully as you can
and mark your new answer.

• If you are not sure of an answer, choose the one you think is best.
• You may read each question and check your answers as

many times as you want.

Flip over for GL Style Practice Paper 3 (English)
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AQE Style Practice Paper 3



Read the passage below and answer the questions that follow.
Carbon is the sixth most common element in the universe and is the main element in every living thing on Earth. Carbon 
atoms are passed between living things through the carbon cycle. Carbon is present as carbon dioxide in the air, and makes 
up a large part of coal, crude oil, and natural gas. Pure carbon is very rare in nature, although it can be found in one of 
several different forms, or allotropes. Anything that burns well usually contains carbon. Coal, charcoal, wood, and paper are 
packed full of carbon? Carbon atoms joined together store a lot of energy. When carbon burns, each Carbon atom breaks 
away from its surrounding atoms and reacts with oxygen in the air to form carbon dioxide. The stored energy is releassed 
as heat. The atoms of some elements can link up in different ways to create different forms called allotropes. Carbon is 
found in three allotropes: diamond, graphite, and fullerene. Each allotrope has very different physical properties. Graphite, 
diamond, and fullerene contain only carbon atoms, but the atoms are arranged differently in each allotrope. 

Look at the statements below. Decide whether each of the following statements are true or false. Base your 
answer on the information in the passage. Tick each statement true or false. 

     1.  Carbon is found in diamond.                       TRUE        FALSE

     2. Carbon is the fifth most common element in the universe.      TRUE        FALSE

Find one word in the passage closest in meaning to each of the statements below. Write the word in the 
space provided. 

     3.  More than one.          __________________________

     4.  Something that is big.      __________________________

The four words below are used in the passage. Tick the correct box in the table below to show which of the 
four words is used as an adjective, a verb, a noun or an adverb. 

9. Things that burn well usually contain carbon.                TRUE          FALSE

10. Carbon is found in how many allotropes?                   ___________________________
  
11. Is carbon the main element in every living thing on Earth?      YES        NO

12. In which line has a question mark been used incorrectly?       Line __________________________

13. In which line is there a spelling mistake?                  Line __________________________

14. In which line is a capital used incorrectly?                  Line __________________________
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Adjective Verb Noun Adverb

packed

different

large

link
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Read the passage below and answer the question that follows.
Bears can be found throughout the world. They are generally large animals, with short legs, a stub tail, small round ears 
and forward facing eyes. All bears are classified as carnivores and the polar bear is a great hunter of seals. Polar bears are 
very patient and will sit near a seal hole on the ice for hours, waiting until the animal comes out from the water. The 
weather conditions of the polar north are harsh, with temperatures well below freezing. Therefore the skin of the polar bear 
is black to draw every bit of possible heat from the sunlight.

15. Read the following statement and decide whether it is true or false. Base your answer on the information
in the passage then tick the appropriate option below.

Bears can only be found in America?        TRUE         FALSE         CANNOT SAY

16. Dylan posted four letters to his relatives. He paid 38p, 26p, 54p and 90p for postage at the post office.

What is the average cost Dylan paid to post a letter?     ________________________________p

17. If    4   x   p   =   11.28         then      400   x   p   =   _________

18. Examine the calendar for January 2011 and answer the following question.

On what day of the week is 3rd February? _________________

19. A 24 hour clock displays 05:15. On the 12-hour clock, how is this expressed? _____________________

20. What is the highest common factor of 6 and 18?

Answer_____________________________

21. One fine summer’s day, a family is walking through the forest. They begin walking in a South-Westerly
direction. They stop and turn 225° clockwise and then 45° anticlockwise to begin walking in a new
direction.

In which direction are they now walking? _________________________

22. Complete the sequence below by writing the missing number in the space provided.

      14,      12,      ________,      8,      6,      4

23. There are 1.6km in 1 mile. A train travels a distance of 96 km. Express this distance in miles. 

Answer_____________________________

24. Which two of the following have a sum total of £64, please circle two answers. 

A   £15.25              B   £13.75              C   £11.25               D   £27.25           E   £36.75

25. If    27 x 20  +  p  = 553      what is the value of   p  +  9  ? ____________________________
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The following passage contains a number of mistakes. You have to find the mistakes. On each line there is 
either one or no mistake. Find the group of words in which there is a mistake and circle the letter 
underneath it. If there is no mistake, circle N.

Look for spelling or punctuation mistakes in the passage below.

26. Ever wondered how  certain foods were          discovered! Well                  for example,
       A              B                C                D          N

27.   take an ice lolly.     An eleven-year-old        called Frank Epperson          was mixing
       A              B                C                D          N

28. powdered soda         and water to make                  soda pop.           Frank – accidentally
       A              B                C                D          N

29.   left the mixing         bucket outside.                 During the                 night the mixture
       A              B                C                D          N

30. froze solid, with       the wooden stirring,           stick standing                   straight up.
       A              B                C                D          N

31.   But the frozen      ice lolly tasted great            so frank started                selling them.
       A              B                C                D          N

32.   Now take crisps.     One day in 1853,                 a diner in New                york, refused
       A              B                C                D          N

33.   to eat an order           of French fries           because they were too          thick The Chef
       A              B                C                D          N

34. decided to teach       the diner a lesson              and so he sliced          a potato paper-thin.
       A              B                C                D          N

35.  But the customer        loved them! and        soon other customers      were asking for them.  
       A              B                C                D          N

36. Examine this diagram. How many lines of symmetry does it have? 

__________________________
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37. Complete this number statement by writing the missing number in the space provided:

   9   x   6   -   ___________  =   43

38. What is the perimeter of this shape?

39. What is the lowest common multiple of 21 and 28? _________________________

40. The table below shows the temperatures recorded at different times of the day on Monday and Tuesday.
      On Monday, what was the difference between the afternoon temperature and the evening temperature? 

 

41. To join the local canoe club, Mary, John and Peter need to be able to complete a canoe course of 300 
      metres in 20 minutes. 
   John and Peter can complete the course in less time than Mary.
   John’s fastest time for completing the course is 21 minutes.

      Decide if the following statement is true or false. 

   John doesn’t join the canoe club.           TRUE           FALSE

42. Peter has two pieces of string. The first piece is 80cm long and the second is 20cm long. 
       Express the second piece of string as a fraction of the first piece of string. 

    Answer________________________________________

43. What is the name of this shape?

       Answer________________________________________

44. Please solve the equation:

    Answer________________________________________

________________cm

________________°C
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45. A grid is marked out using 2cm by 2cm squares. What is the size of the area 
      shaded on the grid?

2   _______________________________cm



Read the passage below and answer the questions that follow.
Henry Vlll was followed as a ruler by his three children, Edward Vl, Mary l, and Elizabeth l. Elizabeth was a strong and popular ruler, and a 
shrewd politician. She never married. Her reign saw battles with Spain, exploration of the New World, and a flowering of poetry and theater. 
Henry Vlll finally broke with the Roman Catholic Church in 1534 However, he also rejected the Protestant teachings of Martin Luther. In 1559, 
after years of religious conflict, Elizabeth l created a reformed Church of England that contained both Catholic and Protestant elements. It 
was, and still is, ruled by the monarchy. Henry Vlll’s Political quarrel with the Pope coincided with the bitter religious quarrels of the 
Reformation in Europe. Edward Vl and Elizabeth l were both Protestant, while Mary l was an ardent Catholic. Many ordinary people were 
tortured and executed for having a different faith than the reigning monarch.  

Look at the statements below. Decide whether the following statements are true or false. Base your answer 
on the information in the passage. Tick each statement true or false. 

   46. Elizabeth l never got married.            TRUE                     FALSE

       47. Elizabeth l was a Protestant.          TRUE                      FALSE

Find one word in the passage closest in meaning to each of the statements below. Write the word in the 
space provided.

   48.   Argument.                    ___________________________

    49.  To be killed.                   ___________________________

The four words below are used in the passage. Tick the correct box in the table below to show which of the 
four words is used as an adjective, a verb, a noun or an adverb. 

54. Henry Vlll had 4 children                    TRUE          FALSE

55. When was the Church of England reformed?            ______________________________

56. Is the Church of England ruled by the monarchy?   YES             NO

57. In which line has a full stop been left out?           Line ____________________________

58. In which line is there a spelling mistake?              Line ____________________________
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Adjective Verb Noun Adverb

married

different

broke

bitter
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 1.  True
 2.  False
 3.  Several
 4.  Large
 5.  Verb
 6.  Adjective
 7.  Adjective
 8.  Verb
 9. True
10. 3
11. Yes
12. 5
13. 6
14. 5
15. False
16. 52p
17. 1128
18. Thursday
19. 5.15am
20. 6

21. North-East
22. 10
23. 60 miles
24. D & E
25. 22
26. C
27. N
28. D
29. N
30. B
31. C
32. D
33. D
34. N
35. B
36. 2
37. 11
38. 34cm
39. 84
40. 6°C

41. True
42. ¼
43. Cylinder
44. 23 ¼
45. 76 cm2
46. True
47. True
48. Quarrel
49. Executed
50. Adjective/verb
51. Adjective
52. Verb
53. Adjective
54. False
55. 1559
56. Yes
57. 3
58. 2
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