
Essential AQE Style Transfer Test Practice Questions

How did you do?
Answers can be obtained by visiting www.belfasttelegraph.co.uk/transfertests

These practice papers are designed to:
   •  Give your child realistic practice for the Transfer Tests
   •  Support and enhance the school curriculum
   •  Revise and reinforce learning
   •  Provide opportunities to build confidence
   • Help develop examination technique
  
Brought to you in partnership with TransferTests.co.uk
TTransferTests.co.uk was founded in August 2002 and was the 
first website of its kind. Our unique practice papers can also be 
found in leading retailers such as Sheey’s Cookstown, 
Creighton’s, Stewart Millar, Five Ways Newry, Trim Print 
Armagh, Smyth’s Newcastle, Lucia Hughes Omagh, Magherafelt 
Copy Shop, Craigavon Office Supplies, McGrath’s Office 
Supplies, Mourne Office Supplies and BJ McNally. The tests you 
findfind in the Belfast Telegraph this week do not contain the same 
questions as any of the tests you will find in retailers.
 
The goal of TransferTests.co.uk is to help children prepare for 
the AQE and GL Transfer tests, providing great materials both 
on paper and online. With tests that mirror the actual 
examinations, the company’s reputation has grown with 
teachers and tutors recommending the products. Whether your 
child prefers to complete practice papers on a mobile, tablet or 
on paper, TransferTests.co.uk have a product to suit. To find out 
momore visit www.transfertests.co.uk

About the AQE Exams
AQE examinations are used by 34 schools who facilitate the 
Common Entrance Assessment with the results determining 

their selection of Year 8 pupils. A list of CEA schools can be found at 
aqe.org.uk/schools/

Three examinations are sat over three separate days with the child’s 
two highest marks combined to give the final result.

Each paper will combine Maths & English questions.
   •  50 minutes to complete – children taking the test in January 
   2021 will be allowed 60 minutes for each of their 3 papers
   •   •  58 questions for each test
   •  Overall total of 64 marks available
   •  To answer the questions pupils must either choose a 
      multiple choice option or complete their answer in the 
      space given.

Ready? Let’s get started!
Read the following carefully before you begin:
   •   •  Do not turn this page until you are told to do so. 
   •  There are 58 questions to answer in 50 mins (60 minutes if  
   child is sitting the test in January 2021)
   •  Read each question carefully before stating your answer.
   • Once you have worked out your answer, write it carefully 
     on the test paper.
   •  Work as quickly and as carefully as you can.
   •   •  You may do rough working on a separate sheet of paper.
   •  If you make a mistake, rub it out as carefully as you can
     and mark your new answer.
   •  If you are not sure of an answer, choose the one you think is best.
   •  You may read each question and check your answers as 
      many times as you want.
 

Flip over for GL Style Practice Paper 3 (Maths)
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Read the passage below and answer the questions that follow.
About one-tenth of Earth's dry land and one-eighth of its oceans are covered with ice. This ice is made of snow that collects 
and becomes compacted. Most ice occurs in thick ice sheets that cap the land in the polar regions. in the 
past, during long cold epast, during long cold eras called Ice Ages, ice covered much more of the Earth's surface than it does today. Scientists 
estimate that there have been over 15 Ice Ages in the last 2 million years. Icebergs are not formed from salty sea ice, but 
from land ice that calves (breaks off) from ice sheets or glaciers on the coast. Only 12 per cent of iceberg's mass appears 
above the sea surface. The rest is hidden below. A fringe of sea ice also edges the Antarctic landmass, expanding in winter 
and melting in summer. Moving ice is a powerful force. As glaciers slip downhill they carve deep, U-shaped valleeys, sharp 
peaks, and steep ridges. The, power of the ice is incpeaks, and steep ridges. The, power of the ice is increased by rocks and boulders carried along at the front, sides, and 
beneath the glacier. When the glacier reaches the warmer lowlands, it melts. 

Look at the statements below. Decide whether each of the following statements are true or false. Base your 
answer on the information in the passage. Tick each statement true or false. 

     1.  About one-tenth of the Earth’s oceans are covered with ice.        TRUE        FALSE

     2. Icebergs are formed from salty sea ice.                    TRUE        FALSE

Find one word in the passage closest in meaning to each of the statements below. Write the word in the 
space provided. 

     3.  Pressed down.                __________________________

     4.  Very strong.                 __________________________

The four words below are used in the passage. Tick the correct box in the table below to show which of the 
four words is used as an adjective, a verb, a noun or an adverb. 

9. Scientists estimate that there have been over 15
    Ice Ages in the last 2 million years.    Ice Ages in the last 2 million years.                              TRUE          FALSE

10. What happens when a glacier reaches the warmer lowlands?   It freezes        It melts
  
11. What percentage of an iceberg’s mass appears above the sea surface?  _______________________%

12. In which line has a capital letter been left out?             Line __________________________

13. In which line is there a spelling mistake?                   Line __________________________

14. In which line is a comma used incorrectly?                   Line __________________________

5.

6.

7.

8.

Adjective Verb Noun Adverb

moving

force

sea

salty
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Read the passage below and answer the question that follows.
Ancient Greek theatre originated from a festival held in honour of Dionysus. Dionysus was the god of threatre and wine. 
Theatres built were large and built in the open air. They could often hold more than 18,000 spectators. The Theatres were 
large and semi-circular with rows of tiered seating around it. The centre was a circular dancing floor with an altar dedicated 
to Dionysus. The stage was a raised area within this circle. There were stone seats at the front of the theatre for special 
visitors. The shape of the theatre made for excellent viewing and sound amplification. The actors wore large masks and 
exaggerated facial features and emotions. All the actors were men. 

15. Read the following statement and decide whether it is true or false. Base your answer on the information
      in the passage then tick the appropriate option below. 

      Women acted in the theatre.               TRUE      FALSE       CANNOT SAY

16. Joshua went into the shop and purchased 4 music CDs. He paid £5.69, £4.99, £8.49 and £10.99 for the 
      music CDs. 

  What is the average price Joshua paid for the music CDs?     ________________________________p

17. If    5   x   p  =  6.11     then      30   x   p   = _______

18. Examine the calendar for February 2011 and answer the following question. 

   Is this year a leap year?

   Answer______________________

19. A 24 hour clock displays 08:20. On the 12-hour clock, how is this expressed? _____________________

20. What is the highest common factor of 40 and 45? 

   Answer_____________________________

21. A little boy is playing with his pet rabbit in the garden. The rabbit starts moving in a North-Easterly 
direction. It then turns 45° anticlockwise and then 225° clockwise.

      In which direction is the rabbit now facing? _________________________

22. Complete the sequence below by writing the missing number in the space provided. 

          1,      1.5,      2,      ________,     3,      3.5

23. There are 1.6km in 1 mile. A car travels a distance of 20 miles. Express this distance in kilometres. 

       
   Answer_____________________________

24. Which two of the following have a sum total of £39, please circle two answers. 

       A   £18.90            B   £14.10              C   £10.25             D   £28.50              E   £24.90
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25. The chart shows the amount of money spent per person
   in different countries for 2008, 2009 & 2010. 

  Which country had the highest spend per person in 2009?

The following passage contains a number of mistakes. 
You have to find the mistakes. On each line there is either 
one or no mistake. Find the group of words in which there 
is a mistake and circle the letter underneath it. is a mistake and circle the letter underneath it. 
If there is no mistake, circle N.

Look for spelling or punctuation mistakes in the passage below.

26. The Victorian age   in British histary        is named after        Queen Victoria,
       A              B                C                D          N

27.  who was Britain's     queen from       1837 until 1901.        There where
       A              B                C                D          N

28. 28.  big differences in     homes, schools,     toys and entertainments.     No TV, no
       A              B                C                D          N

29.   computers, no     central heating       and no cars.      There was also know
       A              B                C                D          N

30.   air travel -      unless you went up      in a baloon! Many      children went to
       A              B                C                D          N

31.   work, not to      school. Some children     pushed trucks        of coal along
              A              B                C                D          N

32.  mine tunnels.     A 'trapper' boy sat      in the dark,         with just a small
       A              B                C                D          N

33.    candel, and      no-one to talk to.       His job was to       open and shut
       A              B                C                D          N

34.  the wooden doors    to let air threw       the tunnels.        Some children
       A              B                C                D          N

35.  35.   started work at 2am  in the morning and    staid below        ground for 18 hours.
       A              B                C                D          N

36.  If 7+7x9+p = 75
      
      What is the value of p-2?

Answer___________________

Answer___________________
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Answer ___________________

Answer (_______ , _______)

________________cm

________________°C
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44. Please solve the equation: 

   Answer ___________________

45. A grid is marked out using 2cm by 2cm squares. 
   What is the size of the area shaded on the grid? 
   
       Answer ___________________cm

Read the passage below and answer the questions that follow.Read the passage below and answer the questions that follow.
Air pressure is the weight of the atmosphere pressing down on the earth. It is measured by a barometer in units called millibars. Most 
barometers use mercury in a glass column, like a thermometer, to measure the change in air pressure. When the weather is calm the mercury 
in the barometer seldom moves more than half-an-inch below the 30-inch mark. if a high pressure system is on its way, often you can 
expect cooler tempeexpect cooler temperatures and clear skies. If a low pressure system is coming, then look for warmer weather, storms and rain. The weight 
pressing down on a one square-inch sample of air at sea level is 14.7 pounds, which is equivalent to a column of mercury 29.92 inches in 
height (1,000 millibars). Air pressure changes with altitude. When you move to a higher place, for example a tall mountain, air pressure 
decreases becuse there are fewer air molecules as you move higher in the sky.

Look at the statements below. Decide whether the following statements are true or false. Base your answer on 
the information in the passage. Tick each statement true or false. 

      46. Air pressure is measured by a barometer.                TRUE                     FALSE

       47. A barometer is measured in minibars.               TRUE                    FALSE

Find one word in the passage closest in meaning to each of the statements below. Write the word in the space 
provided.

   48.   Something that rarely happens.                ___________________________

    49.  A representation of something .               ___________________________

The four words below are used in the passage. Tick the correct box in the table below to show which of the The four words below are used in the passage. Tick the correct box in the table below to show which of the 
four words is used as an adjective, a verb, a noun or an adverb. 

54. Air pressure does not change with altitude.                     TRUE         FALSE

55. Why does air pressure decrease 
       the higher you are?              There are more air molecules      There are less air molecules

56. If a high pressure system is on its way, often you can 
      expect which type of  temperature?                          Cooler         Warmer

57. In which line has a capital letter been left out? 57. In which line has a capital letter been left out?                  Line ____________________________

58. In which line is there a spelling mistake?                       Line ____________________________
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Adjective Verb Noun Adverb

glass

measure

change

warmer
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 1.  False
 2.  False
 3.  Compacted
 4.  Powerful
 5.  Adjective
 6.  Noun
  7.  Noun
 8.  Adjective
 9.  True
10. It melts
11. 12%
12. 2
13. 7
114. 8
15. False
16. £7.54
17. 36.67
18. No
19. 8.20am
20. 5

21. South-West
22. 2.5
23. 32km
24. B & E
25. Austria
26. B
227. D
28. N
29. D
30. C
31. N
32. N
33. A
334. B
35. C
36. 3
37. 138
38. 21cm
39. 60
40. 4°C

41. 12pm
42. (1, -5)
43. 0
44. 3 ½
45. 72cm
46. True
447. False
48. Seldom
49. Example
50. Adjective
51. Verb
52. Noun
53. Adjective
554. False
55. There are less 
      air molecules
56. Cooler
57. 3
58. 7
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