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How did you do?
Answers can be obtained by visiting www.belfasttelegraph.co.uk/transfertests

These practice papers are designed to:
   •  Give your child realistic practice for the Transfer Tests
   •  Support and enhance the school curriculum
   •  Revise and reinforce learning
   •  Provide opportunities to build confidence
   • Help develop examination technique

Brought to you in partnership with TransferTests.co.uk
TransferTests.co.uk was founded in August 2002 and was the 
first website of its kind. Our unique practice papers can also be 
found i n leading r etailers such a s Sheey’s Cookstown, 
Creighton’s, Stewart M illar, F ive Ways Newry, T rim Print 
Armagh, Smyth’s Newcastle, Lucia Hughes Omagh, Magherafelt 
Copy Shop, C raigavon O ffice Supplies, McGrath’s O ffice 
Supplies, Mourne Office Supplies and BJ McNally. The tests you 
find in the Belfast Telegraph this week do not contain the same 
questions as any of the tests you will find in retailers.

The goal of TransferTests.co.uk is to help children prepare for 
the AQE and GL Transfer tests, providing great materials both 
on paper and online. W ith tests that m irror the actual 
examinations, the company’s r eputation has g rown w ith 
teachers and tutors recommending the products. Whether your 
child prefers to complete practice papers on a mobile, tablet or 
on paper, TransferTests.co.uk have a product to suit. To find out 
more visit www.transfertests.co.uk

About the AQE Exams
AQE examinations are used by 34 schools who facilitate the 
Common Entrance Assessment with the results determining 

their selection of Year 8 pupils. A list of CEA schools can be found at 
aqe.org.uk/schools/

Three examinations are sat over three separate days with the child’s 
two highest marks combined to give the final result.

Each paper will combine Maths & English questions.
   •  50 minutes to complete – children taking the test in January 
   2021 will be allowed 60 minutes for each of their 3 papers
   •  58 questions for each test
   •  Overall total of 64 marks available
   •  To answer the questions pupils must either choose a 
      multiple choice option or complete their answer in the 
      space given.

Ready? Let’s get started!
Read the following carefully before you begin:
   •  Do not turn this page until you are told to do so. 
   •  There are 58 questions to answer in 50 mins (60 minutes if  
   child is sitting the test in January 2021)
   •  Read each question carefully before stating your answer.
   • Once you have worked out your answer, write it carefully 
     on the test paper.
   •  Work as quickly and as carefully as you can.
   •  You may do rough working on a separate sheet of paper.
   •  If you make a mistake, rub it out as carefully as you can
     and mark your new answer.
   •  If you are not sure of an answer, choose the one you think is best.
   •  You may read each question and check your answers as 
      many times as you want.

Flip over for GL Style Practice Paper 2 (English)

BROUGHT TO YOU IN PARTNERSHIP WITH

transfertests.co.uk, Schooltests.org & transfertests.com

AQE Style Practice Paper 2
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9. There is a semi-molten layer below the crust.    TRUE   FALSE

10. Why might fires start when an earthquake occurs?
                       
           Electricity wires may get ripped apart  The strong vibrations cause friction                          

11. What are ‘fault lines’?  Cracks in the Earth’s crust         Shattered rocks

12. In which line has a capital letter been left out?        Line _______________________________

13. In which line is there a spelling mistake?    Line _______________________________

14. In which line is a comma used incorrectly?   Line _______________________________

Read the passage below and answer the questions that follow.

Earthquakes are vibrations triggered by sudden rock movements deep underground, which cause Earth’s surface to shake.  
Major earthquakes can shatter whole cities, killing people and bringing buildings and bridges crashing down.  Earthquakes 
are caused by the movements of the huge tectonic plates that make up Earth’s outer crust.  driven by currents in the 
semi-molten layer below the crust, the plates slowly drift over Earth’s surface and collide, grind together, or pull apart.  
Mot earthquakes occur on fault lines – cracks in Earth’s crust where two plates meet and grind together. As tectonic plates 
grind together at a fault line, the rocks on either side stretch to absorb a certain amount of pressure.  If the pressure 
becomes too great, the rocks shatter, releasing shock waves that shake the surface.  Buildings then sway and topple, and, 
fires may start as gas and electricity lines are ripped apart.

Look at the statements below. Decide whether each of the following statements are true or false. 
Base your answer on the information in the passage. Tick each statement true or false. 

 1. Earthquakes are caused by the movements of tectonic plates TRUE   FALSE
 
 2. Earthquakes cause the Earth to shake     TRUE   FALSE

Find one word in the passage closest in meaning to the statement below. 
Write the word in the space provided. 

 3.  To crash into each other _________________________________________

 4.  Set off by something  _________________________________________
     
The four words below are used in the passage. Tick the correct box in the table below to show which of the 
four words is used as an adjective, a verb, a noun or an adverb. If a word has more than one correct option, 
tick one option only.

Adjective
grind5.
layer6.
shake7.
surface8.

Verb Noun Adverb
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Read the passage below and answer the question that follows.

Florence Nightingale was born in Italy on 12 May 1820 and was named ‘Florence’ after the city where she was born. 
In 1837, Florence believed that she heard the voice of God, calling to her to do his work.  Florence made visits to the 
homes of the sick in the local villages and became interested in nursing.  Her achievements were to raise nursing to 
a higher level, and she also caused improvements in hygiene, creating healthier environments within hospitals. She 
died at the age of ninety on 13 August 1910.

Look at the statement below. Decide whether the following statement is true or false. 
Base your answer on the information in the passage. 

15. Florence Nightingale improved standards of hygiene in hospitals.   TRUE  FALSE CANNOT SAY

16. Charlotte went into the shop and purchased 4 magazines.  She paid £2.95, £1.99, £3.95 and £4.99 
for 
      the magazines.

      What is the average price Charlotte paid for the magazines? ____________________________

17. If 96 ÷ p  = 16
    
        _________________________   ÷ p = 20  

18. Examine the calendar for February 2011 and answer 
the following question.
    
 Jake’s school is closing 14th to 18th February (inclusive) for 
 half-term. When Jake returns to school after the break, how 
 many days (including weekends) will it have been since he 
 attended school? 

      Answer__________________________________

19. A 24 hour clock displays 03:13.  On the 12-hour clock, how is this expressed?
    
      Answer__________________________________

20. What is the highest common factor of 20 and 36?  
    
      Answer__________________________________

21. A brother and sister  are playing a game of hide-and-seek.  While the brother is hiding, his sister 
covers her eyes and faces South.  She turns around 180◦  and then turns 45◦ clockwise to begin 
seeking her brother. 

      In which direction is she now facing? __________________________________

22. Complete the sequence below by writing the missing number in the space provided.
    
 2, 4, 8, _________,     32,      64
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FEBRUARY 2011
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  1 2 3 4 5
6 7 8 9 10 11 12
13 14 15 16 17 18 19
20 21 22 23 24 25 26
27 28     
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23. A train travels a distance of 75 miles. Express this distance in kilometres. ( 1 mile equals 1.6 km )
    
      Answer _____________________________________ km

24. Which two of the following have a sum total of £133?  Please circle two options.

      A. £91.00      B. £96.00      C. £37.00      D. £45.00      E. £52.00

25. The chart shows the percentage of jeans sold over a period
       of 5 months. What is the total percentage for July, August & 
       September?

      Answer _____________________________________

The following passage contains a number of mistakes. You have to find the mistakes. On each line there 
is either one or no mistake. Find the group of words in which there is a mistake and circle the letter 
underneath it. If there is no mistake, circle N. 

Look for spelling or punctuation mistakes in the passage below.

26.       Many factories           during World                    War II changed,                especially toy      
  A          B                          C                         D              N
 
27.       factories.  As        they were now                   making guns or            plane parts or other
  A          B                           C                         D             N

28.      war equipment,          there was a                     shortage of knew         toys.  Children swapped 
  A          B                           C          D              N

29.         old toys at         ‘toy-exchanges’.                Many wartime toys          were made of paper 
  A          B                           C                         D                   N

30.     or card, becuse              rubber, plastics,                wood and metal                 were needed
  A          B                           C                         D                   N

31.       for the war.                    Alot of toys                  had a war theme.         There were toy planes, 
  A          B                           C                         D                   N

32.      toy tanks and               toy battleships                to float in the bath.           There where books
  A          B                          C                         D                  N

33.       such as the                ‘ABC of Aeroplane                Spotting’, card              games with pictures
  A          B                           C                         D                   N

34.     of sodiers and                 sailors, and a                   darts game with           a picture of Hitler as
  A          B                           C                         D                   N
 
35.      the bullseye to              throw at! Toy                      swapping was              much in demand.
  A          B                           C                         D                   N
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36. Complete the number statement by writing the missing number in the space provided.
    
      ________________  x  20  – 13  =  47

37. What is the perimeter of this isosceles triangle?
    
     Answer _____________________________________ 

38. Two prime factors of 105 are 3 and 5.  Which number is the third prime factor?
    
     Answer _____________________________________ 

39. The table below shows the temperatures recorded at 
      different times of the day on Saturday and Sunday. 
      What was the difference between the minimum 
       temperature on Saturday and the maximum 
       temperature on Sunday?
    
     Answer _____________________________________ 

40. Mick, Susan and Pam need £2 each to go to a junior disco. Susan has £2. Mick and Pam have 
less money than Susan. Which of the following is TRUE?  Choose one answer from the following:

       A. Susan has less money than Pam.
       B. Mick, Susan and Pam go to the disco.
       C. Mick and Pam don’t go to the disco.
       D. Pam and Susan don’t go to the disco.
       E. Mick has more money than Pam.

41. Study this grid. What are the co-ordinates of point K?
    
     Answer ( ___________, __________ )

42.   If        20 + 12 + 16 = p      What is the value of p - 30?

       Answer _____________________________________ 

43. This shape is called an isosceles trapezium. How many lines of symmetry does it have?
    
     Answer _____________________________________ 

44. Solve the equation 5 x 1/8  =  ?
    
     Answer _____________________________________ 
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45. A grid is drawn measuring 5m wide and 5m high. 
      What is the size of the area shaded on the grid?
    
     Answer _____________________________________ 

46. Read the passage below and answer the questions that follow.
The circulatory system is the body’s transport system.  It is made up of a group of organs that transport blood 
throughout the body.  The heart pumps the blood and the arteries and veins transport it.  oxygen-rich blood leaves the 
left side of the heart and enters the biggest artery, called the aorta.  The aorta branches into smaller arteries, which 
then branch into even smaller vessels that travel all over the body.  When blood enters the smalest blood vessels, which 
are called capillaries and are found in the body tissue, it gives nutrients and oxygen to the cells and takes in carbon 
dioxide, water, and waste.  The blood, which no longer contains oxygen and nutrients, then goes back to the heart 
through veins.  Veins carry waste products away from cells and bring blood back to the heart, which pumps it to the 
lungs to pick up oxygen and eliminate waste carbon dioxide.

Look at the statement below.  Decide whether the following statement is true or false.  Base your answer 
on the information in the passage.  Tick each statement true or false.

46.          Arteries transport blood                         TRUE   FALSE

47.         The aorta is the biggest artery in the body           TRUE   FALSE

Find one word in the passage closest in meaning to each of the statements below. Write the word in the 
space provided.

48.     To carry from one place to another        _______________________________

49. Splits into different parts   _______________________________

The four words below are used in the passage.  Tick the correct box in the table below to show which of 
the four words is used as an adjective, a verb, a noun or an adverb.  If a word has more than one correct 
option, tick one option only.

54.     Oxygen-rich blood leaves the right side of the heart.          TRUE   FALSE

55.     What are small blood vessels called?               Answer _____________________________ 

56.     What do you think the word ‘eliminate’ means?          To get rid of              To produce more of

57.     In which line has a capital letter been left out?  Answer _____________________________ 
 
58.     In which line is there a spelling mistake?                   Answer _____________________________ 

Adjective
left50.
blood51.
oxygen52.
pick53.

Verb Noun Adverb
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