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How did you do?
Answers can be obtained by visiting www.belfasttelegraph.co.uk/transfertests

These practice papers are designed to:
   • Give your child realistic practice for the Transfer Tests
   • Support and enhance the school curriculum
   • Revise and reinforce learning
   • Provide opportunities to build confidence
   • Help develop examination technique

Brought to you in partnership with TransferTests.co.uk
TransferTests.co.uk was founded in August 2002 and was the first 
website of its kind. TransferTests.co.uk was also the first such business 
to have its products stocked in leading retailers such as Eason’s and WH 
Smith. You can now find them in most EUROSPAR shops, Creighton’s 
garages, Stewart Millar, We are Vertigo, Five Ways Newry, Sheey’s 
Cookstown, Trim Print Armagh, Smyths Newcastle, Lucia Hughes 
Omagh, Magherafelt Copy Shop, Craigavon Office Supplies, McGraths 
Office Supplies, Mourne Office Supplies and BJ McNally. The tests you 
find in the Belfast Telegraph this week do not contain the same 
questions as any of the tests you will find in retailers.

The goal of TransferTests.co.uk is to help children prepare for the AQE 
and GL Transfer tests, providing great materials both on paper and 
online. With tests that mirror the actual examinations, the company’s 
reputation has grown with teachers and tutors recommending the 
products. Whether your child prefers to complete practice papers on a 
mobile, tablet or on paper, TransferTests.co.uk have a product to suit. To 
find out more visit www.TransferTests.co.uk

About the GL Exams
GL examinations are used by 34 PPTC schools as part of the selection 
criteria for year 8 admissions. A list of PPTC schools can be found at 
www.pptcni.com. On the day of the examinations children will sit one 
English paper and one Maths paper, both of which are in a multiple 
choice format. Before the main examinations there will be a practice and 
familiarisation session during which children can complete practice 
questions and get used to the exam format.  They will get time for a 
break before they start the main papers.

During the examinations, the children will use an answer sheet to record their 
answers. For the purposes of this practice paper where an answer booklet has not 
been provided, children should mark their answers on the paper itself. When the 
GL examination results are issued, each child will receive a standardised mark.

GL English paper:
   • 60 questions
   • 50 minutes to complete – children taking the test in January 2021 will be 
  allowed 60 minutes
   • To answer the questions pupils must choose from one or two of five multiple 
  choice options, completing their answers on an answer booklet.

GL Maths paper:
   • 45 questions
   • 45 minutes to complete - children taking the test in January 2021 will be 
  allowed 50 minutes
   • To answer the questions pupils must choose from one or two of five multiple  
  choice options, completing their answers on an answer booklet.

ENGLISH
Ready? Let’s get started!
Read the following carefully before you begin:
   • Do not turn this page until you are told to do so.
   • There are 60 multiple-choice questions to answer in 50 mins - children 
  taking the test in January 2021 will be allowed 60 minutes.
   • Read each question carefully before stating your answer.
   • Once you have selected your answer from the options given, mark it 
  carefully. 
   • Work as quickly and as carefully as you can.
   • You may do rough working on a separate sheet of paper.
   • If you make a mistake, rub it out as carefully as you can and mark your 
  new answer.
   • If you are not sure of an answer, choose the one you think is best.
   • You may read each question and check your answers as many times
      as you want.

Flip over for AQE Style Practice Paper 1 

BROUGHT TO YOU IN PARTNERSHIP WITH

transfertests.co.uk, Schooltests.org & transfertests.com

GL Style Practice Paper 1 - English
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Read this passage and answer the questions which follow. 

My Journey
It took me a while to notice the ants.  Unpacking my sponge bag in the bathroom, I thought I saw the brown mat ripple like a cornfield 
in a wind.  Looking closer I saw a colony of ants the size of wasps out on some kind of jungle exercise in the woolly undergrowth.  
When I flushed the cistern, a hundred or so ant-marines tumbled into the toilet bowl from their positions under the rim.

I drove the Spirit back into town, a mile away, and consulted my new friend William, the pharmacist.  “They black ants?  Or are they a 
kind of reddy-brown?”  “Black – I think.”  “I hope it’s black ants you got there; if they’re a brown ant, it could be you got fire ants on 
your place.  Then you got problems.”  He was searching around among his poisons.  “Friend of mine, Jessie, he had fire ants once….he 
just went out into his back yard one morning….end of the day, his daughter came home, found him laying there dead.”  As he spoke, 
my ants started changing colour rapidly from brown to black.

Back at the cabin, I moved as cautiously as if I was burgling it, examining each patch of carpet before I dared plant a foot there.  But 
there was no question: my ants were coal-black; not deadly, just a nuisance to be got rid of.  Following the instructions on the bottle, 
I booby-trapped the house with half-inch rectangles of white card, then shook onto each card a couple of drops of the poisonous clear 
syrup.  Within a quarter of an hour, the ants were assembled around the cards like so many guests at an all-male black-tie dinner.  I 
watched over them with an odd hostly feeling of benevolence. As they rose from their banquet to return to headquarters, the ants 
blundered away from the table, limped, staggered, fell to their knees.  Their legs kept on waving feebly.  Quietly cheered by the 
slaughter, I poured myself a drink and went out to sit in my rocker on the porch and admire the scenery.

Answer the following questions. Look back over the passage. 
You should choose the best answer and circle the letter.

1. What type of insects are in the room?  
 A. Wasps  B. Ants  C. Bees  D. Flies  E. Beetles

2. What do you think the ‘Spirit’ is in the passage?
 A. A train  B. A boat  C. A bike  D. A car  E. Ghost

3. Which word is closest in meaning to the phrase ‘careful to avoid danger’?
 A. Cautiously      B. Blundered              C. Cistern  D. Benevolence  E. Quietly

4.	 ‘Ripple	like	a	cornfield	in	a	wind’,	is	used	in	the	above	passage.		What	is	this	an	example	of?
 A. Metaphor  B. Simile  C. Alliteration     D. Personification  E. Ellipses

5.	 Where	does	the	speaker	first	see	the	ants?
 A. In the toilet bowl   B. In the back yard  C. On the carpet    D. On a mat E. In the Porch

6.	 According	to	the	passage,	what	is	a	collection	of	ants	called?
 A. Hive      B. Army  C. Colony  D. Drove  E. Sett

7. What colour are the ants in the room?
 A. Black      B. Brown      C. Red-brown  D. Brown-black  E. Red-black

8. What is the pharmacist called?
 A. Spirit      B. William       C. Jessie               D. John     E. Amy
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9.  Within how long are the ants attracted to the poison?
A. Within 15 minutes     B. Within 30 minutes     C. Within 45 minutes     D. Within 40 minutes     E. Within 10 minutes

10.  What colour is the poison?
A. Clear  B. Brown         C. Black  D. Red   E. White

The	five	words	below	are	used	in	the	passage.		Tick	the	correct	box	in	the	table	to	show	which	of	the	five	
words	is	used	as	an	adjective,	a	verb,	a	noun	or	an	adverb.

The	following	two	passages	contain	a	number	of	mistakes.		You	have	to	find	the	mistakes.		On	each	line	
there is either one or no mistake.  Find the group of words in which there is a mistake and mark its letter on 
your answer sheet.  
If	there	is	no	mistake,	mark	N.

First,	look	for	spelling	mistakes	in	the	passage	below.

16.          Giants have   enormous size   and strength   packed in a
	 	 A	 	 	 B	 	 	 C	 	 	 D	 	 	 N

17.         human from.  They can roar   like thunder,  make the earth
	 	 A	 	 	 B	 	 	 C	 	 	 D	 	 	 N

18.          shake and snack on grown people.  There characteristics   
	 	 A	 	 	 B	 	 	 C	 	 	 D	 	 	 N

19.         depend on  their nationalitys.   Irish giants   are pleasant,
	 	 A	 	 	 B	 	 	 C	 	 	 D	 	 	 N

20.       English giants are openly evil,   and Welsh  giants are clever
	 	 A	 	 	 B	 	 	 C	 	 	 D	 	 	 N

21.         and cuning. All giants have a keen sense  of smell, and are
	 	 A	 	 	 B	 	 	 C	 	 	 D	 	 	 N

22.    always hunting  out little boys and girls.  But       their brains never
	 	 A	 	 	 B	 	 	 C	 	 	 D	 	 	 N

23.    match their bodies. The smallest person    can allways    outsmart the
	 	 A	 	 	 B	 	 	 C	 	 	 D	 	 	 N

24.       most terible            giant.  Giants      could be seen as            proof that
	 	 A	 	 	 B	 	 	 C	 	 	 D	 	 	 N

25.       intelligence       is much         more important     than size!
	 	 A	 	 	 B	 	 	 C	 	 	 D	 	 	 N

A B C D
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Now	look	for	punctuation	mistakes.

26.          The earliest record of chocolate was     over fifteen        hundred years ago!
	 	 	 A	 	 	 B	 	 	 C	 	 	 D	 	 	 N

27.              in the Central    American rain           forests, the            tropical mix
	 	 	 A	 	 	 B	 	 	 C	 	 	 D	 	 	 N

28.                of high rain           Fall combined          with high year-      round temperature
	 	 	 A	 	 	 B	 	 	 C	 	 	 D	 	 	 N

29.                and humidity,         provide the ideal         climate for        cultivation of the
	 	 	 A	 	 	 B	 	 	 C	 	 	 D	 	 	 N

30.                  plant from     which chocolate    is derived.  this is called     the Cacao Tree.
	 	 	 A	 	 	 B	 	 	 C	 	 	 D	 	 	 N

31.                    The first        chocolate factories      opened in Spain      where the
	 	 	 A	 	 	 B	 	 	 C	 	 	 D	 	 	 N

32.             dried “fermented  beans brought back from the    new world
	 	 	 A	 	 	 B	 	 	 C	 	 	 D	 	 	 N

33.              by the Spanish treasure fleets  were roasted   and ground.
	 	 	 A	 	 	 B	 	 	 C	 	 	 D	 	 	 N

Read the passage below and answer the questions that follow.

Pablo Picassco was born in Malaga, Spain on October 5, 1881.  His father, Jose Ruiz, was also an artist.  Picasso painted in 
many styles, including Cubism and Expressionism.  He also sculpted.  In Cubism, he tried to show the dimensions of the 
objects in his paintings.  When he painted in the classical style, his shapes were round and soft.  In Cubism, his shapes 
were square and hard.  When Picasso painted, he had a blue period and a rose period.  For about three years in his early 
twenties, he used mostly light blue colours in his paintings.  The rose period came after the blue period.  It began after he 
moved from Spain to France.  Because he could work in multiple styles, Picasso became very famous.  He used great lines 
and colour in his paintings.

34. What was Picasso best known for? 
A. Painter  B. Writer  C. Sculptor  D. Actor       E. Singer

35. Which word used in the passage is closest in meaning to the statement.    An object’s measurements.
A. Shapes  B. Period  C. Multiple  D. Dimensions    E. Cubism

36. The following word is used in the passage: artist. Select an option to show if the word is used as an 
adjective,	a	verb,	a	noun	or	an	adverb.
 A. Adjective      B. Verb        C. Noun           D. Adverb  

37.	 Where	would	you	normally	find	a	passage	such	as	the	one	above?
A. Newspaper B. Letter  C. Novel  D. Sports magazine  E. Factual Leaflet

38. Which period came after the blue period.
A. Green  B. Rose  C. Yellow  D. Red   E. Black
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39. What year was Picasso born?
A. 1891         B. 1881         C. 1918        D. 1821             E. 1921

40. Picasso painted in the style of Cubism and which other style?
A. French         B. Neo-classical       C. Expressionism        D. Spanish             E. Modern Art

Read the passage below and answer the questions that follow.
Here’s a list of other things you can reduce: turn off lights you’re not using.  Better yet, encourage your parents to switch to compact 
fluorescent light bulbs.  They last longer and use less energy.  They do need to be disposed of properly, though, so make sure your mum 
or dad helps if one breaks; turn off the water when you’re brushing your teeth; when you can, walk or ride your bike instead of driving in 
the car.  You’ll use less fuel – and get some exorcise!

Sometimes people call ours a ‘throwaway society’.  That means that we are a little to willing to throw away old things and buy new stuff.  
many times, even if you no longer need something, someone else just might.  For instance, if your baby brother outgrows his plastic 
basketball hoop, why not give it to another family who has a little kid.  That’s one less plastic basketball set that they need to buy.  It’s 
also one less large plastic toy that needs to be produced, packaged, and shipped to the toy store.

The	five	words	below	are	used	in	the	passage.		Tick	the	correct	box	in	the	table	to	show	which	of	the	five	
words	is	used	as	an	adjective,	a	verb,	a	noun	or	an	adverb.

46. In which line has a question mark been left out?
 A. Line 1            B. Line 7              C. Line 8            D. Line 3             E. Line 4

47. In which line is there a spelling mistake?
 A. Line 3            B. Line 4              C. Line 8            D. Line 9             E. Line 10

48. In which line is there a capital letter missing?
 A. Line 6            B. Line 5              C. Line 8            D. Line 9             E. Line 10

49. This symbol ; is used in the passage. What is it called?
 A. colon               B. full stop           C. semi-colon           D. hyphen              E. apostrophe

50.	 Which	of	the	following	would	be	a	suitable	title	for	the	first	paragraph?
 A. Recycling               B. Toys              C. Family            D. Saving Energy            E. Exercise

1
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51. How many semi-colons are used in the passage?
 A. 2                   B. 1                      C. 10               D. 4                  E. 3

52.	 Which	word	in	the	first	paragraph	is	closest	in	meaning	to	the	phrase	‘throwaway’?
 A. Disposed  B. Fluorescent C. Kick out  D. Print  E. Stamp

53. Which of the following would be a suitable title for the second paragraph?
 A. Children  B. Lightbulbs  C. Recycling  D. Basketball  E. Brothers
      

54.	 Where	might	you	find	this	type	of	text?
 A. Magazine  B. Diary  C. Book  D. Letter  E. Novel

55. Should speech marks be used anywhere in the above passage?
 A. Yes                 B. No       

The	following	passage	contains	a	number	of	spelling	and	punctuation	mistakes.		You	have	to	find	the	
mistakes.		On	each	line	there	is	either	one	or	no	mistake.		Find	the	group	of	words	in	which	there	is	a	
mistake	and	mark	its	letter	on	your	answer	sheet.		If	there	is	no	mistake,	mark	N	on	your	answer	sheet.

56.          30 St. Mary Ave     opened on 27th April     2004, although     its offical opening
	 	 	 A	 	 	 B	 	 	 C	 	 	 D	 	 	 	 N

57.              was not untill         the end of May      2004.  Infamously        known as the
	 	 	 A	 	 	 B	 	 	 C	 	 	 D	 	 	 	 N

58.              ‘Gherkin’ due      to its 3D oval shape.  it     is one of the        first landmarks
	 	 	 A	 	 	 B	 	 	 C	 	 	 D	 	 	 	 N

59.           to become visible   when you’re travling       into London       from many different
	 	 	 A	 	 	 B	 	 	 C	 	 	 D	 	 	 	 N

60.        places.  The outside      of the building     consists of 24,000    square mitres of glass.
	 	 	 A	 	 	 B	 	 	 C	 	 	 D	 	 	 	 N


